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(BUXANE CEREE]
Mike is not so tall as me, but I'm shorter than Kevin.
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Despite my effort, I failed to pass all the exams except math.
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[RXARE &%RE]
Jennie, do you mind if T open the window? This room is very hot.
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Today is October 12th, Meg’s birthday. And my birthday is exactly a week away.
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This blouse has a loose thread on the shoulder. Oh, it's missing a button on the right sleeve.
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- The flag has five horizontal stripes of black and white alternately, and two stars are drawn on each

© white one.
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If he had gone to bed earlier last night, he wouldn't have fallen asleep during the exam.
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M: Have you decided which drink to buy? TI'll take orange juice.

. 'W: Not yet. Which do you think is better, apple juice or grape juice, Dad?

M: How about this juice?

W: I don't like vegetable juice! OK, I've decided. Buy me this, next to the vegetable juice.
~ Question:

- What will the man buy for himself?
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© W: Are you ready to order, sir?

M: May I ask you something? What ingredients are used in this soup?

W: It includes potatoes and bacon as well as carrots and onions.

- M: Then it seems all right. I'm allergic to eggs, and my wife doesn't like tomatoes.
. Question:

What ingredients are included in the soup?
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W: Have you seen the news about the discovery of a new species of fish?

¢ M: Yeah. They have a cut on their back fin, don't they?

W: No, they have one on their tail fin. [ want to see them with my own eyes!

- M: They seem to live in the deep sea, so it would be difficult for us to see them.
Question:

Which fish are they talking about?
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M: Here we are at Central Hill Station. How can we get to City Museum?

. W: First, we take the Red Line three stops south to City Park Station.

. M:OK.

W: Then we take the Green Line two stops west. City Museum is right in front of the station.
. Question:

At which station will they change trains?
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M: You visited your hometown during the vacation, didn't you? :
W: Yes, I was happy to see my family. My father was away on an overseas business trip, though.
Look at these pictures of my family. :
M: Wow, there are so many! Did you take these?

: W: No, most of them were taken by my mother. She likes to take pictures.

M: Who are the people on your left?

W: My older sister and my younger brother. We are a family of five.
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W: What shall we eat for dinner, Dad?

M: We have some steaks in the fridge. Let's grill them.

W: Sounds good. Please make a salad too. What about dessert? I want a freshly baked apple pie.

- M: T can't bake an apple pie! Can't we just eat apples for dessert instead? I'll go to the supermarket to
; get some. :
- W: Dad, I'll go and buy them. You grill the meat, OK?
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[HuEARE & BIRE]

. M: The paella was delicious!

© W: Yeah, I'm full.

© M: How much is the bill?

© W: Well, it's $50. But it's on me this time.

M: No, no. You treated me the other day, so I'll pay today.
W: OK, then let’s split it. But let me pay the $5 tip.

M: Thank you.
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£

: I'm sorry, Cindy!

: Hi, David. I've been waiting for half an hour ...

: T couldn't get on the train I wanted to take. The Green Line was so crowded.
: I wonder why there were so many people.

: Maybe it's because a large live concert will be held at the Central Stadium.

: Ah, yeah. Tt is located along the Green Line.
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. W: T have a dentist appointment at four o'clock. Can you drive me there?

M: I have an online meeting that starts at four.

W: Then can't you take me right now?

M: I can, but it's only half past two. Isn't it too early? You'll be there in fifteen minutes.
. W: No problem. I can kill time in a café near the dental clinic.

. M: OK.
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[huxpmE & ERE]

M: I'm going to the cafeteria to buy some sandwiches. Won't you go with me?
- W:T'm on a diet, so I'm skipping lunch these days.

M: That's bad for your health. I have a banana. You can have it.

W: I appreciate your thought, but I want to stick to my diet for a while longer.
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[BoAA R &R IRE]

Every year we ask our students why they decided to live in their current apartment. Shown in the

graph are the results for 2002 and 2022, We extracted four major factors: "rent,” “floor plan,” “distance |
. to railroad station,” and “distance to supermarket.” Factors that increased are “rent’ and “distance to
© supermarket.” The former was the most chosen answer in 2022. The latter was the least selected in
2002, but became the second most chosen answer in twenty years. On the other hand, “distance to
railroad station” declined significantly to less than half of its 2002 level. “Floor plan” also decreased,
but only slightly. '
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[HEAR & BIRE]

. Now we will announce the results of the finalists' performance. First, those whose expression :
score is 90 points or higher will receive a certificate. Next, medals will be awarded to those who got
- 950r higher technical score. Lastly, the finalist who got the highest final rank will be presented with
- atrophy. Those who don't fall into any of the above will receive a ticket to the piano recital that will |
~ be hosted by us.
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1. You should visit the town Coneberry. It's a long way from big cities, but that's the very reason
why it has many wild plants and animals. If you're interested in history, visit the site of Coneberry -
Castle. Last year, a new train station was built in this town, which has made it accessible.

2. I'msure you'll like the city Endofl. The city boasts a famous theme park, which is popular among
young people. Furthermore, there is a large shopping mall, so you can enjoy shopping too. The
public transport system is well-developed and makes it easy to look round the city.

3. The town Goodland is an ideal place to spend your vacation. The town has many remains of an
ancient civilization. It is also famous for its beautiful river. Fishing or boating in the river is a lot
of fun. The number of trains per day is limited, so we recommend you go to the town by car. -

4. How about the city Rosehill? The award-winning movie, “Metal Quest,” was filmed in the city.
Every weekend, many fans of the movie enjoy visiting the places where it was set. If you have a
car, you can also go to a memorial park in the suburbs which is blessed with nature.
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More people live alone now than at any other time in history. In prosperous American cities like
Atlanta, Seattle, and San Francisco, 40 percent or more of all households contain a single occupant.
In Manhattan and in Washington, nearly half of all households are occupied by a single person. By
international standards, these numbers are in fact surprisingly low. In Paris, more than half of all
households contain single people, and in Stockholm, the rate tops 60 percent. :
The decision to live alone is more of an economic decision than a cultural one. Although |
Americans pride themselves on their self-reliance and culture of individualism, Germany, France,
Britain and Sweden have a greater proportion of one-person households than America, as does Japan.
Three of the nations with the fastest-growing populations of single people — China, India and
Brazil — are also among those with the fastest growing economies. ‘
In the past, the thought of living alone sparked anxiety, dread and visions of loneliness. But those
images are old-fashioned. Now living alone is seen as promoting freedom, personal control and sclf-
- realization, which are all prized aspects of contemporary life. Living alone is less frightening than
. ever simply because it no longer means an isolated or less-social life. After interviewing more than
300 people who live alone, I've concluded that living alone seems to encourage more, not less, social
* interaction. _
Humans have been defined as group-oriented animals, and this basic characteristic hasn't changed
. because of globalization. On the contrary, global societies have become more interdependent. ]
. Dynamic markets, flourishing cities and open communications systems make modern autonomy more
appealing. They give us the capacity to live alone but to engage with others when we want to and on
our own terms. '

Now, let's move on to the group presentation. First, Group A will give its report to the class.
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. Our group examined fertility rates and single-person household rates for the United States, Europe,
and Asia. Look at the following graph. A high percentage of single-person households does not
. necessarily mean a low birthrate. One factor may be the recognition of diverse ways of life, such as
marriage without living together, as in Sweden, for example. :
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. Matthew: You seem kind of down, Akina.

i Akina: Hi, Matthew. I have a slight headache.

Matthew: 1 often get headaches too. Especially since I started wearing a mask every day.
Akina: You too? Actually, I never had headaches like this before I started wearing one. i
| Matthew: If we are wearing a mask for many hours, there’s too much carbon dioxide inside it. That
can cause expansion of blood vessels in our brain, resulting in headaches. :
Akina: How did you learn that?

Matthew: I read it in a newspaper. Our headaches may be caused by excessive COz.

© Akina: Besides, these masks make my ears hurt and my neck stiff.

Matthew: When we wear a mask, we tend to breathe through our mouth, not through our nose.
. Akina: Tt makes our mouths dry, and makes it easier for bacteria to grow.

Matthew: Right. Tdon't think it's a good idea to wear a mask every day. _
- Akina: But if we don't wear one, we'll be at high risk of infection. Hmm ... it's hard to decide which
' way to go! :
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Miki: We're rebuilding our house, and we're putting solar power panels on the roof. :
. Steve: Really, Miki? My house in the U.S. doesn't have a solar power system installed yet, but some
: of our neighbors’ houses do. :
. Trene: You know, Steve, the United States ranks second in solar power installation in the world. And
E my home country China has the world’s largest market.

Steve: Oh, so your house in China has one installed, Irene?

Irene: Of course. No one in my neighborhood is without solar power.

¢ Miki: Japan often suffers from natural disasters. If you can generate electricity at home, itll be useful
in case of a blackout. :
- Irene: Right. Besides, you can sell surplus power. And it doesn't emit any CO2.
Viktor: Great. In my country, Sweden, solar power generation is not common at all.
Miki: Unfortunately, some areas are not suitable for it, Viktor.

Viktor: I'm sure our area is not a suitable one. If only there was more sunshine there!
. Steve: Moreover, the initial investment may be very expensive. Installing large panels on a roof can
cost a lot of money. My family can't afford to do that! :
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